Luau celebrates Lowell Oxtoby's service to Fraternity 




A large gathering of Western Illinois Delts came home to Macomb on May 1 to salute an abiding influence in the life of the Zeta Lambda Chapter. 

Lowell Oxtoby (Western Illinois University, 1957), initiated as a faculty member when Zeta Lambda was chartered on May 13,1972, was honored during the chapter's annual spring alumni reunion. Widely known as the "luau," by Zeta Lambda members, the 2010 event was re-dubbed "Lowell's Luau." With a wise nod to the unpredictable Midwest weather, a large tent was erected in the shelter's backyard to accommodate the crowd and proved to be useful on a misty spring evening. 

Zeta Lambda members from every decade were represented at Lowell's Luau, with the guest of honor and his wife, Dona, greeted by wave after wave of alumni and family members. During remarks following a delicious hog roast, Oxtobywas saluted by a number of speakers for his service, friendship and positive influence on the men of 
Zeta Lambda. 
In addition to the Western Illinois Delts, remarks were offered by Bruce Peterson, Northern Division president, and Executive Vice President Jim Russell. Steve Roon (Western Illinois University, 1978), Zeta Lambda chapter advisor, organized the event and served as emcee. The chapter, led by President Matt Osterberg, served as greeters, cooks and servers. 

While the Oxtobys were treated to several proclamations and presented a number of plaques, the honored guest also came with a surprise that was warmly received by the chapter. Lowell worked with the Fraternity's Central Office to acquire a replacement charter. The original Zeta Lambda charter disappeared several years ago. The new charter-properly secured~will hang in the Zeta Lambda shelter's living room. 

Oxtoby, who holds badge NO.6 on the Zeta Lambda roll, served as chapter advisor from 1972 to 2000. He also was a member of the house 

corporation at Western Illinois for a number of years and served as a Northern Division vice president. He was cited into mem- 

bership in the Fraternity's Distinguished Service Chapter in 2001, the first Zeta Lambda 

member to earn that distinction. Lowell is retired from Western Illinois University. 

The Oxtobys recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary and split their time between Macomb and Bellevue, Neb. 

Lowell Oxtoby stands with Zeta Lambda Division Vice President Dustin 
Gorder (Quincy University, 2003), at the annual spring alumni reunion. Lowell's wife, Dona, looks on. 
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