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Say 'Treat' 
Mobile memory maker for man's best friend' 
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Sondag and his wife reside in Olive Branch, Miss., with their two children. The family has two dogs, Tyno (Standard Schnauzer), pictured above, and Baren (Giant Schnauzer) and a calico cat named Calli. 




When Michael Sondag (Western Illinois University, 1974) was growing up on a grain 
and livestock farm in Valmeyer, IlL, he never dreamed that he would one day create a successful mobile pet photography franchise and lead a number of other successful franchises. 
He did, however, always have an interest in animals and he was a natural leader from the very beginning. In high school, he was FFA (Future Farmers of America) 

chapter president and he was awarded the highest degree offered in State FFA, the State Farmer Award. He also served as student council treasurer during his senior year. 

As an animal science major in college, he worked on the WIU Agriculture Experiment Research Farm for several years and he was active in Interfraternity Council. He was the Alpha Pledge Class president in his Delt chapter and later became chapter president during his senior year. 
His experience with animals led to working 
at Ralston Purina Company for nine and half years as a district manager, 10 and half years as executive vice president of the Illinois Pork Producers Association in Springfield, Ill., and seven years as executive director of the American Association for Laboratory Animal Science in Memphis, Tenn. 
In 2008, Sondag was honored with the Distinguished Agriculture Alumni Award at Western Illinois University. He has also served as a Delta Tau Delta Northern Division vice president. 

In 2004, while working at United Color Lab, Inc. in Memphis, Tenn., Sondag's boss asked him to develop a concept for a mobile pet photography company. After doing months of research on the market and what it would take to do it successfully, Sondag unveiled his first mobile unit of Lil' Pals Pet Photography that he ran with his wife and stepson. 

"We were so pleased with the response and the opportunity for income, that we felt we had something to explore further," Sondag said. 
"When we started, my stepson took all the photographs and I did most of the sales work," Sondag said. "My strengths are more in the 


sales and marketing areas so that worked great for me. My stepson just had the talent and eye for fantastic pet portraits," Sondag said. 
"Our major market is shooting at pet groomers, veterinarian offices, pet stores, scrapbook stores, grocery stores, apartment complexes and more. There really is not a place we cannot take photos. We have a full professional photographic studio in our mobile unit. It has an office, too," Sondag said. "We take the photos and show them immediately to the customer. They select what they want and pay for them upfront. In two to three weeks they are delivered to the host location where the customer comes in and picks them up." 
Lil' Pals Pet Photography franchisees photograph all sorts of pets including: cats, rabbits, goats, donkeys, monkeys, gerbils, snakes and turtles, but dogs are the most common pet portrait subjects. 
"We also GO pets and their families!" 
Sondag said. "We can do horses or larger animals outdoors, too." 
Most photography sessions take place in the professionally-equipped trailers or RVs. "We do a small amount of on-location shoots depending on the day and customer," Sondag said. 
"Our first unit was only a 20-foot trailer, but as we have grown, we have now expanded to a 28-foot gooseneck trailer or 30foot RV," Sondag said. "We learned these larger sizes were easier to work in and provided us with just the perfect venue to do this work." 
There are now five Lil' Pals Pet Photography franchise locations: Kansas City, Mo., New Orleans, La., Stratford, N.J., Fredericksburg, Va., and Dallas, Texas. Franchises are for sale nationwide. Sondag hopes to grow this year with quality franchise owners. Each franchise comes with everything including all equipment, training, the mobile unit of the franchisee's choice and the franchise fee is covered. 
Sondag has two business partners: his boss who owns United Color Lab, Inc. and the franchise attorney. Sondag is president of Lil' Pals Pet Photography and director of franchises for Lil' Angels Photography and DreamMaker Kids. Sondag also keeps very busy as the marketing manager of United Color Lab, Inc. and director of franchises for Lil' Angels Photography franchise, a professional children's portraiture franchise with 95 franchises nationwide. 
JB www.lilpalsphoto.com 




Source: “Delta Tau Delta Publication The Rainbow”
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